SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of the Annual Meeting of Sandy Town Council held in the Council Chamber at 10, Cambridge Road, Sandy, Beds on Monday 8th May 2006 at 7.30pm.

PRESENT






Cllr D H Gale (Mayor)






   "   N Aldis





   "   C Baker





   "   P Blaine





   "   R Frood





   "   D Jaeger






   "   M McMurdo






   "   C Osborne






   "   M Pettitt





   "   M Scott






   "   R Smith





   "   Mrs S Sutton






   "   G White

Together with County Cllr J Scott

1.  APOLOGIES for absence had been received from Cllrs Gurney and Sharman and for late attendance from Cllr Blaine.
2.  STATUTORY DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS FROM MEMBERS (1/06)
(a)  Prejudicial Interests

There were none.

(b)  Personal Interests 
There were none.

3.  TOWN MAYOR OF SANDY (2/06)
(a)  Having been nominated as Town Mayor of Sandy at the Meeting of Council on Monday 10th April 2006, it was
RESOLVED:  That Cllr David Hector Gale be elected Town Mayor of Sandy for the ensuing year.

(b)  The newly elected Town Mayor publicly took and signed the required Declaration of Acceptance of Office of Town Mayor.

Cllr Gale thanked everyone for the vote of confidence that they had placed in him and pledged to continue to serve the whole town to the best of his skill and ability.

4.  DEPUTY TOWN MAYOR OF SANDY (3/06)
(a)  Having been nominated as Deputy Town Mayor of Sandy at the Meeting of Council on Monday 10th April 2006, it was

RESOLVED:  That Cllr Colin Osborne be elected Deputy Town Mayor of Sandy for the ensuing year.

(b)  The newly elected Deputy Town Mayor publicly took and signed the required Declaration of Acceptance of Office of Deputy Town Mayor.

Cllr Osborne thanked everyone for their support and said he would continue to do his very best to assist the Town Mayor and to properly represent the town.

5.  ORAL QUESTIONS FROM ELECTORS (4/06)
An elector enquired what was the Town Council’s position in respect of the possible closure of the Doctors Surgery formerly operated by the late Dr Reddy.
The Mayor replied that he was not aware that Council had a formal position although he was sure that individual members would have very strong personal views.  After a full debate it was

RESOLVED:  (a)  That a letter be sent to Bedfordshire Heartlands Primary Healthcare Trust expressing concern at the existing under provision of medical facilities in Sandy for the expanding population of the town and also the neighbouring villages.


(b)  That the letter should point out the existing Doctor/Patient ratio and the view of the Town Council that the removal of a practice facility could only exacerbate that problem particularly as it appeared that no plans existed for the development or expansion of the existing Health Centre.
There were no further Oral Questions.

6.  PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED FOR COMMENT BY SANDY TOWN COUNCIL (5/06)
(SEE LIST ATTACHED)

7.  MAYORAL COMMUNICATIONS (6/06)
The Mayor reported his attendance at the following events:-

11.4.06 Together with the Mayoress attended the launch of the new East Anglian Air
Ambulance.

19.4.06 Attended the opening of the new housing development at Robert Hunt Gardens
Sandy.

22.4.06 Attended with the Mayoress the St George’s celebrations at Sandy Youth Village
at the Youth Club Sandy

23.4.06 Accompanied by the Mayoress attended the Mayor's Civic Service at Houghton Regis.

23.4.06
Attended with the Mayoress the Mayor of Peterborough's Charity Concert.

7.  MAYORAL COMMUNICATIONS (6/06) (CONTD)

24.4.06 Chaired the Annual Parish Meeting at Sandy Upper School.  Other members of 


the Town Council were also in attendance.

28.4.06
Attended the launch of 2006 ‘Sandy in Bloom’ in the Market Square.

28.4.06 Together with the Mayoress welcomed to Sandy visitors from our twin town of
Malaunay.

30.4.06 Accompanied by the Mayoress attended the Mayor of Biggleswade's Civic
Service

7.5.06 Together with the Mayoress hosted the Sandy Civic Service which was also
attended by other Councillors and their partners.
The Mayor added that at the small function after the Civic Service he had presented an engraved glass decanter to Cllr John Gurney who had last month completed 25 years service on Sandy Town Council.
8.  FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE (7/06)
RESOLVED:

(a)  That Cllr Peter Anthony Blaine be elected Chairman of Finance and General Purposes Committee for the ensuing year.

(b)  That Cllr John Alister Gurney be elected Vice Chairman of Finance and General Purposes Committee for the ensuing year.

9.  PLANNING PARKS AND OPEN SPACES COMMITTEE (8/06)
RESOLVED:

(a)  That Cllr Peter Nigel Aldis be elected Chairman of Planning, Parks and Open Spaces Committee for the ensuing year.

(b)  That Cllr Geoffrey G White be elected Vice Chairman of Planning, Parks and Open Spaces Committee for the ensuing year.

10.  STAFFING COMMITTEE (9/06)
RESOLVED:

(a)  That the Staffing Committee for the ensuing year shall consist of the Deputy Mayor, (Cllr Colin Osborne), Cllrs David William Jaeger, John Alister Gurney, Michael Peter Scott and Peter Anthony Blaine.

(b)  That Cllr David William Jaeger be elected Chairman of the Staffing Committee for the ensuing year.

(c)  That Cllr John Alister Gurney be elected Vice Chairman of the Staffing Committee for the ensuing year.

11.  AUDIT COMMITTEE (10/06)
RESOLVED:

(a)  That the Audit Committee for the ensuing year shall consist of Cllr David Hector Gale (as Mayor), Cllr Colin Osborne (as Deputy Mayor), Cllr Peter Anthony Blaine (as Chairman of Finance and General Purposes Committee), Cllr John Alister Gurney (as Vice Chairman of Finance & General Purposes Committee) and Cllr Richard John Frood. 

(b)  That Cllr Colin Osborne be elected Chairman of the Audit Committee for the ensuing year.

(c)  That Cllr Richard John Frood be elected Vice Chairman of the Audit Committee for the ensuing year.

12.  SANDY MARKET - MANAGEMENT GROUP (11/06)
RESOLVED:

(a)  That the Sandy Market Management Group for the ensuing year shall consist of Cllrs Michael Peter Scott, Geoffrey G White, Martin John Pettitt, Colin Baker and Mrs Susan J Sutton.

(b)  That the Chairman of the Sandy Market Management Group for the ensuing year shall be Cllr Michael Peter Scott.

(c)  That the Vice Chairman of the Sandy Market Management Group for the ensuing year shall be Cllr Mrs Susan J Sutton.

13.  SUNDERLAND ROAD/PAVILION SECURE STORAGE WORKING GROUP (12/06)
RESOLVED:

(a)  That the Pavilion/Secure Storage Working Group for the ensuing year shall consist of Cllrs Peter Anthony Blaine, David Hector Gale, David William John Sharman, Peter Nigel Aldis and David William Jaeger.

(b)  That the Chairman of the Pavilion/Secure Storage Working Group for the ensuing year shall be Cllr David Hector Gale.

(c)  That the Vice Chairman of the Pavilion/Secure Storage Working Group for the ensuing year shall be Cllr Peter Anthony Blaine.

14.  THE RIDDY - LOCAL NATURE RESERVE - MANAGEMENT GROUP (13/06)
RESOLVED:

(a)  That The Riddy Local Nature Reserve Management Group for the ensuing year shall consist of Cllrs John Alister Gurney, David William John Sharman, Martin John Pettitt and Michael Peter Scott with Cllr Mrs Susan J Sutton as the appointed substitute if any member should be unable to be present.

(b)  That the Chairman of The Riddy Local Nature Reserve Management Group for the ensuing year shall be Cllr Michael Peter Scott.

15.  THE PINNACLE MANAGEMENT GROUP (14/06)
RESOLVED:

(a)  That the Pinnacle Management Group for the ensuing year shall consist of Cllrs John Alister Gurney, David William John Sharman, Martin John Pettitt and Michael Peter Scott with Cllr Mrs Susan J Sutton as the appointed substitute if any member should be unable to be present.

(b)  That the Chairman of The Pinnacle Management Group for the ensuing year shall be Cllr Michael Peter Scott.

16.  TOURIST INFORMATION CENTRE – MANAGEMENT GROUP (15/06)
RESOLVED:  That the Tourist Information Centre Management Group be confirmed as Cllrs Peter Anthony Blaine, Geoffrey G White and Martin John Pettitt.  Substitutes: Cllrs David Hector Gale and Maxwell John McMurdo. 

17.  SANDY NEWSLETTER/ANNUAL REPORT – EDITOR (16/06)
RESOLVED:

That Cllr Peter Nigel Aldis be appointed Editor for the Year 2006/2007 Editions of the Sandy Quarterly Newsletter and the Annual Report.
18.  COMMUNICATIONS WORKING GROUP (17/06)
RESOLVED:

(a)  That Cllrs Peter Nigel Aldis, David William John Sharman, David William Jaeger, Colin Baker and Mrs Susan J Sutton be appointed as the Communications Working Group for the ensuing year. 

(b)  That Cllr Peter Nigel Aldis be elected as Chairman of the Communications Working Group for the ensuing year.

19.  POLICIES WORKING GROUP (18/06)
RESOLVED:

(a)  That the Policies Working Group for the ensuing year shall consist of Cllrs Peter Nigel Aldis, Peter Anthony Blaine and Geoffrey G White.

(b)  That Cllr Peter Nigel Aldis be appointed Chairman of the Policies Working Group.

20.  SANDY ENHANCEMENT GROUP (19/06)
RESOLVED:

(a)  That Cllrs David William John Sharman, Peter Nigel Aldis, and Mrs Susan J Sutton be appointed as representatives of Sandy Town Council on the Sandy Enhancement Group for the ensuing year.

(b)  That Cllr Robert Smith be appointed as the substitute member.

21.  ELECTION OF REPRESENTATIVES TO OUTSIDE BODIES (20/06)
RESOLVED:

That Members of Sandy Town Council be elected/appointed as Representatives of the Town Council on outside bodies as per APPENDIX 'A' ATTACHED TO THESE MINUTES
22.  MINUTES AND REPORTS (21/06)

(a)  Meeting of Planning Parks & Open Spaces Committee held on Monday 27th March 2006  
RESOLVED:  That the Minutes, which had been previously circulated, be received, approved and adopted.

RECOMMENDATIONS:
These had been dealt with at the Meeting of the Town Council on Monday 10h April 2006.

(b)  Meeting of Sandy Town Council held on Monday 10th April 2006
RESOLVED:  That the Minutes which had been previously circulated, be received, approved and signed as a correct record.

(c)  Special Meeting of Planning Parks & Open Spaces Committee held on Monday 24th April 2006
RESOLVED:  That the Minutes which had been previously circulated, be received, approved and adopted.
RECOMMENDATIONS:  There were none.
23.  REPORTS FROM REPRESENTATIVES (22/06)
(a)  Minutes of the Meeting of the Community Liaison Forum held on Monday 3rd April 2006  
RESOLVED:  That the Minutes be received.

(b)  Verbal Reports from Council representatives on outside bodies
There were none.

24.  FUTURE OF SANDY COMMUNITY LIAISON FORUM (23/06)
The Mayor referred to the Minutes of the Meeting of the Forum held on 3rd April 2006 and the Recommendation contained therein.
There was a full debate regarding the Terms of Reference of the Forum and its possible future strategic role.

RESOLVED:  (a)  That Sandy Town Council agrees that the Community Liaison Forum should continue despite the withdrawal of the District Council funding.
24.  FUTURE OF SANDY COMMUNITY LIAISON FORUM (23/06) (CONTD)

(b)  That the Town Council agrees to continue its support of the Forum through the provision of administrative and support services.

(c)  That Mid Bedfordshire District Council should be invited to continue its membership of the Forum.

(d)  That the progress of the Forum should be reviewed again during 2007.

25.  CLERK’S REPORT (24/06)
(a)  (1)  Accounts 1.4.05 to 31.3.06

RESOLVED:  That the lists of Receipts and Payments for March 2006, which had been on display prior to the Meeting be received and approved.

(2)  Quarterly Accounts – Quarter Ended 31.3.06

RESOLVED:  That the Quarterly Accounts (Income and Expenditure Lists) for Quarter Ended 31st March 2006 which had also been on display prior to the Meeting, be received and approved.  It was noted that these were not the Final Year End Accounts. 

The Mayor said that he had given the Clerk permission to raise another verbal matter under the Clerk’s Report, however this would be for information only.
Brown Moth Caterpillars
The Clerk reported that on Friday 28th April he had received a comment from Mr S Whittaker of Mid Beds District Council concerning an infestation of the above moth caterpillars on most of the areas on the Winchester Road estate.  Mr Whittaker had completed a full survey and found these caterpillars on almost all of the green spaces, planted areas and on parts of Sunderland Road embankment (in Town Council ownership).  It had been agreed that the only practical way forward was a combined approach by all of the land owners i.e. MBDC, Aragon and Sandy Town Council.  Mr Whittaker had agreed to take the lead in respect of the matter and had spent many hours in consultation with DEFRA.  He had been advised by the Agency that although the caterpillars were harmless they could cause skin irritation problems of quite a severe nature to those with skin allergies.  The advice that had been given was that the affected areas should be treated as soon as possible to get rid of the immediate problem and again later in the year to stop further breeding.
Certain contractors recommended by DEFRA had been contacted and it had been agreed that subject to suitable weather conditions spraying of all of the affected areas would take place on Wednesday, Thursday and Friday of next week with a further treatment in the Autumn.  The works would have to be recharged to the appropriate landowner on a pro-rata basis.  The likely level of Town Council contribution was not known at this stage but would be referred to Finance & General Purposes Committee for consideration/approval in due course.

On Friday of last week the District Council had prepared an advice letter which had been delivered by officers of that Council to all houses on the affected estate and a copy had also been provided for all members of the Town Council.

25.  CLERK’S REPORT (24/06) (CONTD)

The Clerk explained that speedy action had been essential and while it was unusual to approve expenditure without knowing the actual amount, this had been necessary on this occasion.  Similarly it was clear that a combined approach covering all areas was essential.

RESOLVED:  (a)  That the prompt action taken by the Clerk and Mid Beds District Council be approved with the thanks of the Council being recorded to all concerned.

(b)  That when known the amount of the Town Council required contribution be referred to the Finance & General Purposes Committee for final approval and allocation.
26.  ANNUAL PARISH MEETING (25/06)
The Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on Monday 24th April 2006 and which had been previously circulated, were received and noted.
There were no Resolutions or outstanding questions.

The Clerk explained that any Resolutions or Questions that were relevant to the Town Council would be notified to the Council by either himself or the Chairman of the Annual Parish Meeting.

The matter of the bus shelter was an ongoing one through the Town Centre Partnership and Planning, Parks & Open Spaces Committee.

27.  ORAL QUESTIONS FROM ELECTORS (26/06)
There were none.


28.  PRESS RELEASE (27/06)
RESOLVED:  That a Press Release be issued regarding the Town Council’s concerns about the level of health services being provided in Sandy and in particular the rumoured possible closure of one of the existing Doctor’s Surgeries.

APPENDIX “A”

SANDY TOWN COUNCIL
ANNUAL MEETING OF COUNCIL 8.5.06 

21.  LIST OF APPOINTED REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE BODIES AS AT 8.5.06
1.  
SCHOOL GOVERNORS


(a)  St. Swithuns Lower School




1 Representative


Cllr D H Gale (appointment for 4 year term to May 2007 or until Town Council


membership ceases).


(b)  Maple Tree Lower School




1 Representative


Cllr P N Aldis (appointment until May 2007 or until Town Council membership ceases).  

2.
JOINT MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE



2 Representatives


Cllr M J Pettitt


Cllr D H Gale


Substitutes:  Cllr M P Scott and Cllr Mrs S J Sutton
3.
VILLAGE HALL MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE


1 Representative


Cllr P A Blaine

4.
SANDY CHARITIES (incorporating Leeds Smith Trust)

1 Representative


Cllr J A Gurney (To May 2007 or he ceases to be a member of the Town Council)

5.
SANDY TWINNING ASSOCIATION



1 Representative


Cllr M J Pettitt


Substitute:  Cllr R J Frood

6.
COMMUNITY WARNALARM 




2 Representatives


Cllr R Smith

Cllr P A Blaine

7.
SAND CAST (IVEL VALLEY COUNTRYSIDE) PROJECT
2 Representatives


Cllr D W Sharman


Cllr J A Gurney

8.
IVEL VALLEY COUNTRYSIDE PROJECT


1 Representative


Cllr D W Sharman
21.  LIST OF APPOINTED REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE BODIES AS AT 8.5.06 (CONTD)

9.
SANDY SPORTS AND LEISURE ASSOCIATION

1 Representative


Cllr D H Gale

10.
BEDFORDSHIRE TOWN COUNCILS GROUP


3 Representatives


Cllr D H Gale (As Mayor)


Cllr C Osborne (As Deputy Mayor)


Cllr P A Blaine

Substitute:  Cllr R J Frood

11.
BIGGLESWADE AND DISTRICT CRIME PREVENTION PANEL











1 Representative


Cllr D W Sharman

Substitute:  Cllr P N Aldis
12.
CHRISTMAS LIGHTS WORKING GROUP


3 Representatives


Cllr M P Scott


Cllr R J Frood


Cllr G G White

13.
MID BEDFORDSHIRE COUNCIL FOR VOLUNTARY SERVICE












1 Representative


Cllr D W Sharman
14.
A1 CAMPAIGN COMMITTEE
(Official Representatives)
2 Representatives


Cllr J A Gurney


Cllr M J McMurdo

15.
TOWN CENTRE PARTNERSHIP




3 Representatives


Cllr J A Gurney


Cllr D H Gale


Cllr P A Blaine

16.
SANDY SQUADRON AIR TRAINING CORPS - PARENTS AND FRIENDS SUPPORT COMMITTEE


Cllr M J McMurdo






1 Representative
17.
SANDY COMMUNITY LIAISON FORUM


Cllr C Osborne






2 Representatives

Cllr M J Pettitt


18.
AGE CONCERN – BEDFORDSHIRE – TALK OF THE TOWN TRANSPORT

COMMITTEE


Cllr R Smith







1 Representative
21.  LIST OF APPOINTED REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE BODIES AS AT 8.5.06 (CONTD)

19.
EAST BEDS “DART” COMMITTEE

Cllr P N Aldis







1 Representative
SANDY TOWN COUNCIL
DETAILS OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED FROM MID BEDS DISTRICT COUNCIL

	DATE/REF
	APPLICANT
	DETAILS OF DEVELOPMENT
	TOWN COUNCIL COMMENTS
	MID BEDS NOTIFIED
	MID BEDS DECISION

	2.5.06

34/06


	06/00654/FULL

Mr D Cody

18 The Rookery

Sandy

SG19 2UR
	Full application for the erection of a conservatory to the rear of 18 The Rookery, Sandy, Beds.
Near neighbours 16 and 20 The Rookery, Sandy notified
	RESOLVED:  No Objections
	Town Council

8.5.06

10.5.06
	

	2.5.06

35/06


	06/00697/FULL

Mr & Mrs B Arnold

32 Western Way

Sandy

SG19 1DU
	Full application for the erection of a two storey side and single storey rear extension to 32 Western Way, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours 30 and 34 Western Way, Sandy notified
	RESOLVED:  No Objections
	Town Council

8.5.06

10.5.06
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